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JERSEY SHORE HOMES

Reinventing The 
Traditional Beach Home

Post Sandy, A New Bay Head Home Hopes To Transform Shore Design

by Christine Menapace

Bay Head is perhaps best beloved for what it doesn’t have. 
It doesn’t have a busy boardwalk. It doesn’t have flashy 

amusements. It doesn’t have noisy seaside restaurants, a pulsing 
nightlife, or endless blocks of souvenir shops. Instead, it has its 
own quiet, refined appeal that harkens back to summers of a 
forgotten era. Its quaint shopping district charms with its unique 
stores, shops, and eateries. Orderly blocks of historic cedar shake 
homes nestle on a narrow ribbon of land between the ocean  
and bay. Plump blue summer hydrangeas flank wide, rocking 
chair front porches. The crunch of pea gravel and the cry of  
gulls punctuate the season. This is not a hamlet of change and 
modernity. And that is exactly its appeal to residents.

 It is a hot summer day with a 
slight breeze, and Charles Rose stands 
in what will be the great room of 
a five-bedroom, 4,843 square foot 
home at 610 Main Avenue in Bay 
Head. The epicenter in a busy hive 
of construction, Rose is surrounded 
by sawdust and noise, negotiating 
with various contractors and talking 
intermittently on his cell phone. The 
town inspector wants water diverted 
elsewhere, ASAP. A rep from Crestron 
needs to discuss the home automa-

tion. And a large order of beaded 
board has arrived.
 As president of RBG Design-Build, 
Rose and his team are four weeks 
away from finishing the four mil-
lion dollar home, one he hopes will 
serve as more than just an upscale 
vacation home, but as a paradigm 
shift away from traditional construc-
tion practices in this very traditional 
town. Classic cedar shake is instead 
replaced with a aesthetically identical 
weather resistant, high tech materi-

al backed up by an energy efficient 
“sealed” ZIP System® of exterior 
sheathing. The system keeps mois-
ture out and air in, while allowing 
panels to dry properly. Grand histor-
ic exterior millwork and moldings, 
once wood, have been replaced by 
maintenance free, seamless Fypon 
architectural accents. The engineered 
fiberglass roofing, which resembles 
slate, is instead resistant to one hun-
dred thirty mile-per-hour hurricane 

continued on page xx
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610 Main Avenue in Bay Head is a marvel of details, combining the latest in energy efficient technology 
with hurricane resistant design and materials, and a superior array of high-end amenities.
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JERSEY SHORE HOMES REINVENTING THE TRADITIONAL BEACH HOME, continued from page xx

winds and water infiltration. Rose 
calls this home, “the first of its kind” 
at the Jersey Shore and more impor-
tantly, “the only way you should be 
building” in a post-Sandy world.
 Just a few of the other hurricane- 
ready building measures/materials 
RBG incorporated into the design are:
 • An elevation exceeding the new 
FEMA flood requirements.
 • A poured reinforced concrete 
foundation, also exceeding FEMA 
requirements.
 • Air conditioning units mounted 
on the second floor roof, well above 
flood potential and placed inconspic-
uously away from the outdoor pool 
to avoid noise indoors and out. “It’s 
no small thing,” points out Rose.
 • Hurricane compliant impact 
resistant windows and doors. “A two 
by four going one hundred twenty 
miles-per-hour will not go through 

this,” Rose says, knocking on a  
window. The wood front door, he 
points out, is two-and-one-quarter 
inches thick and includes a five-point 
locking system.
 • Two 200 AMP electric services 
with a “whole house” back up  
generator.
 While Rose knows he may face a 
learning curve in pitching such cut-
ting edge, and typically more costly, 
building materials in such a tradi-
tional environment, he knows this 
way of building addresses the very 
real concerns of today’s coastal  
dwellers. After Sandy, Rose and 
his colleagues spent a lot of time 
talking to people in Bay Head and 
Mantoloking. “People had a genuine 
fear of coming back,” he comments. 
“Will there be flooding again? Yes, 
that’s going to happen, but [if you 
build properly] your house will still 

be standing.” And if there’s anoth-
er Sandy? “Even if there is a storm, 
believe me, your house will not be 
the first one in the bay,” he asserts.
 Though building materials may be 
high-tech at 610 Main, RBG wisely 
kept to an aesthetic that is still quite 
classic. Large, pre-cast, eight-foot 
columns flank a wide front porch. 
Three-panel doors, window seats, 
a third level captain’s walk, crown 
molding, millwork accents over doors 
and windows, chair rails, a curved 
staircase with center views of each 
floor, and of course, an abundance 
of the afore-mentioned beaded board 
wainscoting and ceiling details all 
lend an air of the perennial shore 
home. “It’s an old-fashioned grand 
house,” says Rose. One that just 
happens to have a charging station 
for an electric car in the garage; a 
remotely accessible visual security 

The expansive Great Room is an open plan area, with a kitchen and a beaded board beamed 
ceiling at one end, and a living room with a beaded board coffered ceiling and gas fireplace at 
the other. It features AdvanTech® flooring, wainscoting, and is accented by eight floor-to-ceiling 
Craftsman style panes of glass that slide open onto an expansive multi-level terrace with a hot 
tub whose cascading waterfall flows into a heated in-ground saltwater pool.
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system; and control over everything 
from lighting, individual room tem-
peratures, and even TV remotes from 
your iPhone—from anywhere in the 
world.
 Indeed, the home is a marvel of 
high end details from the heated 
floors in all the bathrooms to the 
minutiae of quiet ball bearing door 
hinges—all of which Rose is well 
versed. The problem is, on a house 
tour, he’s never sure where to begin 
and where to end, for nearly every 
detail bears a story of the thought it 
involved. “My eyes see this at least 
three times a week,” he says. “I want 
to be here, I care about this product… 
It’s that level of understanding.” 
For instance, on the third floor, the 
exterior captain’s walk was upgraded 
after the construction team experi-

enced last winter’s freezing weather. 
Surrounded by low walls with drain-
age ports, the floor is now heated, to 
avoid the inevitable icing and drain-
age issues in frigid conditions.
 “We hold ourselves accountable…  
I would buy this house in a heart-
beat… this house has no shortcuts… 
hidden behind the walls is all this 
good stuff. It’s not a Hollywood set,” 
says Rose. In addition to the essen-
tial hurricane resistance measures, 
RBG incorporated AdvanTech® sub-
flooring, environmentally safe foam 
insulation with two layers of drywall, 
rigid ducts for quieter and better 
air flow and longevity, and a high 
efficiency HVAC system. The end 
result is a level of soundproofing that 
makes the home surprisingly quiet 
and peaceful.

 “My lifelong pursuit has been 
to improve the quality of things,” 
explains Rose. With a B.S. in indus-
trial engineering and a M.S. in  
industrial management, Rose spent 
the early part of his career imple-
menting quality improvement tech-
niques for corporations such as IBM, 
3M, Hewlett Packard, Avon, and 
Nabisco. With a father who owned 
a heating and oil company, Rose’s 
evolution to founder of RBG seemed 
natural. “I’ve built houses myself,” he 
says. “I realized there’s a big discon-
nect between designing a home and 
building it.” So he formed a partner-
ship of high profile architects, design-
ers, and engineers to streamline and 
harmonize the process—a veritable 
one-stop shopping experience for  

continued on page xx
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The custom designed kitchen features solid wood cabinetry with matching fronts, recessed/under/
upper cabinet lighting, a La Cornue double farmhouse sink, quartzite countertops, a Carrara marble 
backsplash, and a quartzite multi-level center island with seating. The appliances include a 44”  
La Cornue dual fuel stove with a Zephyr ventilation hood, a side-by-side Sub-Zero refrigerator with 
four freezer drawers, a Miele dishwasher, a Fisher & Paykel dishwasher drawer, a Sharp microwave 
drawer, a Miele built in coffee station, and more.
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Above: The Master Bedroom with 
hurricane compliant, impact resistant 
windows.

Right:  The Master Bathroom features 
marble floors and heated floors. 
There are heated floors in all five-
and-a-half bathrooms.

clients. With several high profile 
North Jersey estates in its portfolio, 
RBG was ready to expand to coastal 
areas affected by Sandy, but knew 
it would have to prove itself. “We 
didn’t have anything to show this 
community,” admits Rose.
 With the destruction it suffered in 
the storm, as well as its abundance  
of high-end homes, Bay Head was 
a natural choice for RBG. When a 

vacant lot came up for sale on Main 
Avenue, it was perfect. The existing 
home had been destroyed in the 
storm and in its place, Rose knew 
RBG could build its showcase home.
 The end result is a lovely harmony 
of exceptional building materials and 
thoughtful design. While two layers 
of drywall or a five point locking 
door may not seem like luxurious 
items for a high-end home, the value 

is in the peace of mind during every 
storm. It’s a new kind of luxury, a 
post-Sandy one.
 Yet, the more noticeable daily perks 
are there too. From the home’s front 
door, you can see straight through to 
the sparkling bay. Move beyond the 
grand staircase and to your left lies a 
refrigerated wine room with a floor 
to ceiling glass front display. From 
there, the hall opens into the great 

JERSEY SHORE HOMES REINVENTING THE TRADITIONAL BEACH HOME, continued from page xx
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room, an open plan area accented by 
eight, floor-to-ceiling Craftsman style 
panes of glass that slide open onto 
an expansive multi-level terrace with 
a hot tub whose cascading waterfall 
flows into a heated in-ground saltwa-
ter pool.
 Interestingly, the great room, with 
its kitchen at one end, and a gas fire-
place at the other, is the only major 
interior gathering place—besides 
a third floor recreation and inter-
net gaming room, perfect for kids 
and teens. For a home with plenty 
of square footage, award-winning 
architect Robert Zampolin instead 
incorporated many spaces based on 
the unique nature of beachside living. 
For instance, there’s a large beach 
equipment storage room accessible 
only from the outside so sand doesn’t 
come indoors. Next to that is a pri-
vate outdoor beach shower notched 
into the exterior and a designated 
beach entrance where you can imme-
diately enter a full bathroom. You 
can even pass towels through a chute 
for collection. “It’s a sand manage-
ment system,” jokes Rose.
 There’s also plenty of square foot-
age designated for amenities you  
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The refrigerated wine room with a floor to 
ceiling glass front display.

typically wouldn’t find in histor-
ic shore homes—like four walk-in 
bedroom closets, five-and-a-half 
bathrooms, and two laundry rooms. 
In some ways, it’s a large house 
that lives small and that’s not a bad 
thing. This is not one of those man-
sions where family members scatter 
to parts unknown. There’s no for-
mal dining room. There’s no gym. 
Instead, it’s a home that embodies 
the essence of a beach vacation in 
the very bones of its floor plan, one 
where it’s all about spending quali-
ty time with family and friends. So 

ultimately, while many things may 
be pioneering about this new beach 
home, it will one day house within 
its walls a modern family making 
memories of the Jersey Shore. And 
that is timeless in any era. u

 Construction of 610 Main Avenue is 
expected to be finished in October. For a 
showing, contact Jeff Childers of Childers 
Sotheby’s International Realty at (732) 
793-5500 or JChilders@ChildersSIR.com. 
For more information on RBG Design-
Build, Inc., call (732) 947-9494 or visit 
www.rbgdesignbuild.com.

A view of the staircase from the third floor recreation and internet Gaming Room, perfect for 
kids and teens.
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